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admired and respected for simply being 
a kind, decent human being who never 
let rising through the ranks cloud his 
eyes from seeing things from the grass-
roots perspective as well as from the 
bird’s eye view. His associates know 
him as a seasoned professional and his 
subordinates know him as a mentor; 
but, his neighbors know him simply as 
a trusted friend, and his wife Beverly, 
son Robert and daughter Kellie know 
him as a caring husband and faithful 
father. All who know Bob Langston 
know him as an upstanding Christian 
man of sterling integrity who is a role 
model in all that he does. 

I know his colleagues, friends and 
family join me today when we say to 
Chief Robert Langston, thank you for 
staying the course and thank you for 
helping mold and maintain the Park 
Police into one of the truly great po-
lice forces of our Nation. In an unpre-
dictable world, Chief Langston and the 
men and women of the Park Police do 
their duty with a diligence that is de-
pendable, supporting us and keeping us 
safe to enjoy sacred symbols of free-
dom that the Department of the Inte-
rior, the National Park Service, and 
the U.S. Park Police both protect and 
in fact embody for the people of Amer-
ica and for the future of our Nation. 

f 

THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
CONGRESS’S CREATION OF AM-
TRAK 
Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, Yes-

terday marked the thirtieth anniver-
sary of Congress’s creation of Amtrak. 
Congress acted then because we real-
ized that along with cars and planes, 
passenger rail was a vital part of Amer-
ica’s transportation future. Today the 
need for passenger rail is greater than 
ever. All across this great land, trav-
elers are facing gridlock not only on 
our highways but we are quickly ap-
proaching it in our skies too. 

I believe many Americans are grow-
ing tired of spending so many hours 
stuck in traffic, or hanging around air-
port terminals. They want an alter-
native, now. 

Fortunately, there is an alternative 
to growing gridlock and ‘‘winglock.’’ It 
is called high-speed passenger rail, and 
it is a way of traveling that is pleasant 
and easy, and allows travelers to make 
the most of their valuable time. 

So far, high-speed rail exists only in 
the Northeast. But Amtrak’s vision is 
to build a national passenger railroad 
system consisting of many regional 
high-speed corridors linked by long-dis-
tance service. This plan will bring an-
other option to the American business 
traveler, commuter and tourist no 
matter where they live. 

That is why I strongly support the 
High Speed Rail Investment Act of 
2001. It will provide Amtrak with what 
our highways and airports already 
have: a source of long-term capital 
with which to build the high-speed rail 
corridors of the future. 

With high-speed rail, we can give 
travelers the choices they deserve, and 

improve our over burdened transpor-
tation system. Passage of the High 
Speed Rail Act of 2001 isn’t just in Am-
trak’s interest; it is in America’s inter-
est. 
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THE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY CARE 
ACT 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join the distinguished Sen-
ators from Minnesota and Maine, Mr. 
WELLSTONE and Ms. COLLINS, in the in-
troduction of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Community Assistance, Research, and 
Education Act. 

I have worked with them over the 
past several months to develop this 
legislation. 

The Muscular Dystrophy CARE Act 
will help ensure that federal agencies 
are coordinating muscular dystrophy 
initiatives. The bill will create three 
Centers of Excellence under the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. These cen-
ters will conduct basic and clinical re-
search that will help move scientific 
discoveries from the laboratory to the 
bedside. The act also ensures that the 
Centers of Disease Control and Preven-
tion will conduct basic epidemiological 
research and data analysis of the im-
pact this disease has on our country. 

The passage of this legislation will 
help improve the quality and length of 
life for tens of thousands who suffer 
from muscular dystrophy. I encourage 
all Senators to support this effort. 
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President, 
I rise today to speak about hate crimes 
legislation I introduced with Senator 
KENNEDY last month. The Local Law 
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new 
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of 
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety. 

Today I would like to detail a hei-
nous crime that occurred June 1, 2000, 
in Baltimore, MD. Gary William Mick, 
25, pleaded guilty to first-degree mur-
der, attempted murder, and armed rob-
bery after admitting that he murdered 
a gay man and tried to kill another be-
cause, he told police, he thought gay 
men were ‘‘evil.’’ In the first attack, a 
New Jersey man was bludgeoned to 
death with a claw hammer at the Ad-
miral Fell Inn in Fells Point. Mick met 
his second victim, a dentist, at a bar, 
had dinner with him and went home 
with him. He later attacked him with a 
knife. The men struggled and the vic-
tim escaped. The perpetrator told po-
lice that a childhood incident caused 
him to hate homosexuals. 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe by 
passing this legislation, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 

close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
May 1, 2001, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,651,070,445,048.89, Five trillion, six 
hundred fifty-one billion, seventy mil-
lion, four hundred forty-five thousand, 
forty-eight dollars and eighty-nine 
cents. 

One year ago, May 1, 2000, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,660,726,000,000, Five 
trillion, six hundred sixty billion, 
seven hundred twenty-six million. 

Five years ago, May 1, 1996, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,096,321,000,000, Five 
trillion, ninety-six billion, three hun-
dred twenty-one million. 

Ten years ago, May 1, 1991, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,438,851,000,000, 
Three trillion, four hundred thirty- 
eight billion, eight hundred fifty-one 
million. 

Fifteen years ago, May 1, 1986, the 
Federal debt stood at $2,020,548,000,000, 
Two trillion, twenty billion, five hun-
dred forty-eight million, which reflects 
a debt increase of more than $3.5 tril-
lion, $3,630,522,445,048.89, Three trillion, 
six hundred thirty billion, five hundred 
twenty-two million, four hundred 
forty-five thousand, forty-eight dollars 
and eighty-nine cents during the past 
15 years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

A PASSOVER MESSAGE FROM 
RABBI ISRAEL ZOBERMAN 

∑ Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask 
that a ‘‘Passover Message from Rabbi 
Israel Zoberman’’ be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The message is as follows: 
The Biblical account of the Exodus from 

Egypt became the Leitmotif of Rabbinic the-
ology, perceiving in the Israelites’ redemp-
tion from a House of Bondage God’s guidance 
and goodness. Thus the three Pilgrim Fes-
tivals of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot, re-
volving around the common theme of the Ex-
odus, point at the divine gifts of both free-
dom and responsibility as essential require-
ments for fulfilling the human potential. 

The awesome and complex journey-phys-
ically, spiritually and psychologically—from 
servitude to liberation of the people of Israel 
was to be a model for the entire human fam-
ily, culminating the Messianic vision of a 
world redeemed in the prophetic promise. We 
have chosen to transform the bitter herbs of 
our exile into the sweet charoset of home-
coming in all. It is the symbolic hovering 
presence at the Seder table of the prophet 
Elijah for whom we open the door and set 
aside a special cup of wine, which provides 
the eternal hope for universal shalom. It is 
the peace we have kept alive as a flickering 
light in the darkness of a trying and chal-
lenging history. 

Our Passover joy is diminished through by 
the continued detention in China of the 
twenty-four-member crew of the U.S. Navy 
plane as we pray and call for their release, as 
well as the release of Dr. Gao Zhan, who has 
been separated for too long from her husband 
and child in Virginia. The festival’s promise 
by a compassionately passionate heritage is 
ultimately rooted in its revolutionary view 
of the infinite worth of each of the Creator’s 
children, recalling that God silenced the an-
gels on high when jubilant at the drowning 
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